
P R E  G A M E  B A N DP R I D E  M A R C H I N G 
B A N D

The Marching Band at Bentonville High School is an 
all encompassing activity for all Band students.
Students that are enrolled in a band class must also 
participate in and complete a marching requirement 
for band.  There are 2 marching bands that are 
available for the students. 

Competitive Marching Band - Bentonville Pride

The Bentonville Pride Marching Band is a state of 
the art Corps style marching band that explores the 
current trends of the Marching Arts activity.   This 
group performs at Home and Away football games 
as well as Local, out of state and National 
Competitions.  Membership in this group is by 
audition and is available to all band students in 
grades 9-12.  

Goals
The ‘Pride’ marching band provides an outlet for 
students interested in the realm of ‘state of the art’ 
design,  performance, social, and competitive 
opportunities.

Costs
The costs associated with participation in the group 
can include but are not limited to Out-of-state travel 
and lodging, personal uniform accessory costs, 
meal costs for local games and contests, and 
assorted miscellaneous costs.  Fundraising is 
provided for families to raise the needed fees.

Membership
All band members must complete a successful 
audition to be granted membership into all sections 
of the ‘Pride’ (i.e.  Hornline, Color Guard & 
Percussion).   All potential members that audition 
will  be granted membership based on their 
performance ability – both musically and visually.  
Students that do not achieve membership with the 
‘Pride’ will  perform in the Pre-Game varsity football 
support band.

B E N T O N V I L L E  H I G H  S C H O O L  B A N D
1801 SE J Street, Bentonville, AR 72712
T: (479) 254-5100   F: (479) 271-1180

W: bentonvillepride.com

M A R C H I N G  B A N D 
C O N T. . . .

Rehearsals
Since the ‘Pride’ is a co-curricular activity, its 
rehearsal  schedule falls almost entirely outside of 
the typical school day.   Pride rehearsals are as 
follows, but not limited to:
- Audition Camp:  5 days meeting from 4:30pm to   

 6:30pm after school during the month of April.  
 Students must attend EVERY DAY of these 
 rehearsals to be eligible for selection to the 
 Pride.

- Summer Rehearsal:  Approx. 12 hours of 
 rehearsal during June and July.  These 
 rehearsals will be spread out through the 
 summer.  Students are expected to attend 
 unless they are at any camp or out of town with 
 family.

- Band Camp:  Begins approximately 2 weeks, (July 
27, 2015), before the first day of school for  8 hours 
per  rehearsal day.  Students are required to attend 
EVERY rehearsal or they will forfeit their position 
in the Pride band. Family vacations are not 
excused.

- School  Day rehearsals:  approx. 4:15pm to 6:30pm 
rehearsal  on Monday, Thursday and Friday with an 
 evening rehearsal at the stadium on Tuesdays 
 from 6pm-9pm (color guard/Percussion starts at 
5pm)

- Extra Rehearsals:  Several Saturday rehearsals 
will be held as preparations are being made for  
competitions.

- Performance  The Pride will participate in several 
competitions during the fall.  These events will be 
held on Saturdays and will be full day events.

 A detailed calendar with all rehearsal  and 
 performance dates and times will be provided to 
 each student that gains membership into the 
 ‘Pride’ as well as posted on the internet at:
 

  www.BentonvillePride.com

The Pre-Game band is a marching band consisting 
of the members of the ‘Pride’ marching band, all 9th 

graders enrolled in a Bentonville High School Band 
class and other HS Band students as needed.  The 
Pre-Game band will  perform on the field during the 
pre-game ceremonies and in the stands of all  home 
varsity football games.

Goals
The Pre-Game Band will provide a means for 
uniting members of the Bentonville Band Program 
from the 9th through 12th Grades.  The Pre-Game 
Band will provide an entertainment contrast from 
that of the ‘state of the art’  and contemporary 
‘Pride’ Marching Band. This band will perform a pre-
game program that will remain the same from year 
to year, and focus on enhancing school spirit and 
patriotic duty.

Membership
Membership of the Pre-Game Band will include all 
members of the ‘Pride’ marching band, all 9th grade 
students and all  other band members that complete 
the audition for the Pride Marching band but are not 
selected for membership.

Costs
The costs associated with participation in this 
group include personal uniform accessory costs 
and game day meal costs.

Rehearsals
Rehearsals for the Pre-Game band will take place at 
a variety of times and places, but are not limited to 
the following:
School  Band Class:  Students will rehearse various 
musical and visual techniques during their band 
class that meets during the school day.

Saturday Rehearsal:  The Pre-Game band will learn 
the pre-game show during a rehearsal to be held on 
a Saturday in the month of August, or Friday 
evening if there is an away non traveled game.

Dress Rehearsal:  A Dress Rehearsal will take place  
on each date of a home varsity football game.  
Dinner will be provided and a nominal fee is 
included in the costs associated with this band.

http://www.BrokenArrowPride.com%0D
http://www.BrokenArrowPride.com%0D
http://www.BrokenArrowPride.com%0D
http://www.BrokenArrowPride.com%0D


B E N T O N V I L L E  B A N D S
C A P  -  C A R E E R  A C T I O N  P L A N N I N G

As we start into the Spring Semester of the 2015-2016 school year there are several items that Band students need 
to be aware of concerning continuing participation in the High School program.  This letter is intended to give 
students and parents information that will help to prepare for future years of participation in the Band program at 
Bentonville Schools. 

Enrollment is coming very soon for students at all 
campuses.  The prerequisite for band is pretty simple, 
you have to be in band to continue in band.  At the 
High school level,  including 9th grade, there are 
multiple bands.  Students are placed in these bands by 
audition.  The bands are all leveled by the students 
playing ability so that the students will  be in a class 
with other students of similar performance abilities.  
This process is designed to help ensure that students 
are in classes where they will have successful 
experiences.

Although auditions will not take place until after 
Spring break students will need to confirm their 
intentions through the CAP activities.  There are 
several students that often have enrollment 
problems because their talent areas aim them 
towards several performance based classes.  
Please do not hesitate to contact your band 
director if through your CAP enrollment you find 
that you do not have room for the classes that 
you are interested in taking.  There are some 
classes that are required for graduation and 
others that are offered but not required.  Please 
remember that band is a sequential area of study 
that requires continuing enrollment.   Once you 
drop your band class you will not be able to re-
enroll in future years.

All Band students are required to audition to be placed 
in ensembles at the high school level. Rising 9th 
graders are required to play 2 exercises for this 
audition. All rising 9th graders who auditioned for, and 
made,  the Junior High All Region band are eligible to 
audition for the two upper bands (Symphonic Band and 
Wind Ensemble). To audition for these upper bands, 
students must play a third exercise. All 10-12 grade 
band students must play all  three exercises. Students 
that do not COMPLETE the audition requirements 
WILL NOT have a place in the band program for the 
next school year. Audition selections are taken from 
recent All Region audition music. 

For CAP enrollment purposes all incoming 
9th graders need to simply enroll in 
Freshman band, Band I.  All incoming 
10th-12th grade students should enroll in the 
band class that aligns with their year in 
school, Sophomore-Band II, Junior Band III 
and Senior Band IV.  After auditions are 
completed students will be placed in the 
correct ensemble based on audition scores.
Band Color Guard Class members will enroll 
in Band I, II, III or IV based on their year in 
school and we will place them in the color 
guard class.

At this point in time and since all Pride Marching band 
rehearsals will meet AFTER school, all students may 
now take Zero Classes.

Staff scheduling will take place first and then 
sectionals will be determined.  If a students schedule 
needs to be adjusted for this we will help with that 
change.

The Bentonville Band program has a rich history.  Each year  students of the program, with direction from the staff,  
add to that history in ways that will continue to develop their musical experiences.  As students move from 8th 
grade to the High School  there are several participation levels that are available to them.  In this letter I hope to 
identify those levels as well as the additional opportunities and experiences that continue to develop for the 10-12 
grade years.


